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Fiction in the Context of Faction (With reference to Asghar Nadeem Syed’s Novels)
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Abstract:

1t has been a common debate in Urdu fiction that social realism depicted in fiction, seems to be
imaginary. Although the scope of the story is limited, but it is related to the mythology based
on the dreams and vision of human beings, supernatural wonders, superstitions and religion.
In this regard, magical realism has a specific style and technique. In the last few years, the story
has also been seen to be related to the facts. In this context, the terms biographical novel and
faction were used. It refers to the facts, real political and social events which have been
fictionalized specifically in novel and generally in short stories. It has enhanced the worth and
scope of the Urdu novel. It connects the novel with history and contemporary era while
narrating it parallel with the prevailing history. This paper will present a study of the novels of
Asghar Nadeem Syed, structured on such events which influenced the history, politics and
society of Pakistan. It is also important to overview the history of Urdu novel to search for those
novels which fictionalized the reality based on contemporary important political and social
events. In literary criticism, it has been described as closer to faction than to fiction. Most of the
events in Asghar Nadeem Syed's novels are not related to personal but to collective life. These
events are also related to Pakistan's national life and historical roots, so this paper will also
provide an overview of Pakistani history and its different times.

Keywords:  Fiction, Faction, Urdu Novel, Asghar Nadeem Syed, Contemporary Literature,

Pakistani History, Pakistani Politics, Pakistani Society, Latest literary topics.
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Asghar Nadeem Syed’s latest novel Jahan Abad Ki Galiyaan appears to be a
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The truth is that they both realise the expansiveness of their souls; they are
not just ravenous for bodily pleasures, but also indulge in experimenting

with aesthetic ecstasies, which are prone to becoming transpersonal and

) - 28
even transcultural and, finally, becoming just human.
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