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East and West Conceptualization of Feminism: A Comparative Study

Abstract:
This paper explores the intersectionality of feminist movements and their strategies, tactics, and
challenges in the East and West. Drawing on historical, cultural, and political contexts, the
paper examines the ways in which gender, race, class, religion, and other forms of oppression
intersect and shape the experiences of women in different regions. The paper analyses the
strategies and tactics employed by feminist movements, including their successes and
Limitations, and considers how these approaches reflect the unique challenges faced by women
in different regions. The paper also discusses the importance of collaboration and solidarity
across different communities to address the complex ways in which different forms of
oppression intersect and shape individuals' lives. Ultimately, the paper highlights the need for
feminist movements to adopt an intersectional approach and work towards greater gender
equality and social justice for all.

Keywords:  Feminism, Intersectionality, Gender, Race, Class, Religion, Culture, Politics,

Globalization, Social justice, Strategies.
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"Western feminism, which has largely been led by white middle-class

women, has been criticized for its lack of diversity and its failure to address

) R 161
the experiences of women of color and other marginalized groups."
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"Feminist movements in the East have been influenced by the cultural and

religious traditions of the region, which have been used to promote gender

equality and challenge patriarchal norms." 7
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"The Women's Liberation Movement in China was part of the broader

Communist revolution that sought to create a socialist society." e
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"The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) took up women's rights as a key
component of its social program from its earliest days, recognizing that
women's subordination was integral to the traditional social system and

that gender inequality would need to be overcome as part of the broader

. . L [10]
revolutionary project.
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"The fact that Chinese feminism has emphasized collective solutions to
women's problems, as opposed to individual solutions, demonstrates that

Chinese women have placed great importance on the power of collective

action and the ability to mobilize a large number of people niil
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"Despite the differences in the experiences of various groups of women,

white middle-class women provided the early leadership of the second

wave feminist movement. Many white middle-class women who had never

before recognized their oppression as women were transformed by

consciousness-raising sessions into women who could see clearly how

sexism had affected their lives. These sessions also helped many white

middle-class women recognize how their race and class had shaped their

. it . . [13]
gender identities and their experiences as women . "
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"Religion and caste have always played a crucial role in the lives of Indian
women. In addition to facing gender-based discrimination, women from
marginalized communities also have to deal with the added burden of
religious and caste-based biases. The tension between Hindus and Muslims
has been a particular source of conflict in India, with communal violence
often erupting along religious lines. Feminist movements in India have

recognized the importance of addressing these intersections of gender and

religion, and have worked to create a more inclusive and egalitariansociety

15
for all women. w13l
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"Given the significance of religion in India and its linkages to gender-based

oppression, feminist movements have also focused on engaging with
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religion as a site of struggle. Some feminist activists have called for a
reinterpretation of religious texts to challenge patriarchal interpretations
and promote gender justice, while others have advocated for the

separation of religion and state to ensure equal rights and opportunities for

. [16]
women of all faiths. "
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