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Selma Lagerlof: First Nobel prize winner Lady
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Abstract:

Selma Ottilia Lovisa Lagerléf is a Swedish fiction writer. She was a first women to win
prestigious award Nobel prize in literature in 1909. Her first novel Gosta Berling's Saga
published in 1891. By Profession she was a teacher, Her famous Novel “The wonderful
adventures of Niles was a teaching project of the Swedish National Teachers' Association,
written to teach children geography and information about animals, birds and nature. The
novel became so popular that it was translated into many languages and its story was made into
a film several times. “The Miracles of Antichrist”, “Jerusalem”, “The Emperor of Portugallia’,
“Bannlyst” are her famous Novels. Selma Lagerlof achieved world fame and her works have
been translated into many foreign languages. She died in Marbacka, Sweden in 1940.
Keywords: Nobel Prize, Literature, Selma Lagerlof, Sweden, Marbacka, Fiction, Magic

realism, Sophie Elkan.
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"She had been writing poetry ever since she was a child, but she did not
publish anything until 1890, when a Swedish weekly gave her the first
prize in a literary competition and published excerpts from the book which
was to be her first, best, and most popular work. "GOsta Berling's Saga"

was published in 1891,
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"An excellent collection of short stories told in Lagerlof's beautiful prose.
Most of the stories are told in Lagerlof's unique style of writing that seem to

be almost fables or fairy-tales. All of the stories are good but some are

fantastic. nt2l
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"Half a century ago, while living in the depth of that forest, | read The
Adventures of Nils and felt within it two prophecies. One was that | might
one day become able to understand the language of birds. The other was

that | might one day fly off with my beloved wild geese — preferably to

. N E
Scandinavia.
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"But then | thought of my father and felt a deep sorrow that he should no
longer be alive, and that | could not go to him and tell him that | had been
awarded the Nobel Prize. | knew that no one would have been happier than
he to hear this. Never have | met anyone with his love and respect for the
written word and its creators, and | wished that he could have known that
the Swedish Academy had bestowed on me this great Prize. Yes, it was a

deep sorrow to me that | could not tell him. nl4l
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"Father, for it was all your fault right from the beginning. Do you remember
how you used to play the piano and sing Bellman’s songs to us children and
how, at least twice every winter, you would let us read Tegnér and
Runeberg and Andersen? It was then that | first fell into debt. Father, how
shall | ever repay them for teaching me to love fairy tales and sagas of
heroes, the land we live in and all of our human life, in all its wretchedness

and glory? nf3!
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"LagerlOf's letters to Sophie Elkan, You Teach Me to Be Free (Du ldr mig att
bli fri), published in 1992, tell a passionate love story that beganin 1894

and apparently remained the most important relationship of Lagerl Of's life
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until Elkan's death in 1921 * Other women, however, also competed for
the novelist's favors. Valborg Olander, who taught at the teacher's college

in Falun, was probably Elkan's most important rival. Lagerl Of's relationship

with Olander precipitated scenes of jealousy, according to the letters. w7
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"Selma LagerlOf achieved world fame and her works have been translated
into many foreign languages. Nils Holgersson's wonderful journey has been
translated into around 60 languages and GOsta Berling's saga into around

50. New translations are still being made; so, for example, GOsta Berling's

saga has recently been published in Greek. ul8l
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"Five years later, in 1914, that august body elected Doctor LagerlOf into

their fellowship, and she is thus the only woman among those eighteen

. 191
"immortals."
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3. Kenzaburo Oe - Nobel Lecture: Japan, The Ambiguous, and Myself (nobelprize .org) dated 25-01-2023
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6. http://www.glbtqg.com/literature/lagerlof_s.html dated 05-03-2023

7. https://www.selmalagerlof.org/selma.php dated 07-03-2023

8.  Selma Lagerlof, Jerusalem (Sweden: Bonnier publishers,1901), Introduction.
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