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Expression of Cultural Identity in Pakistani Urdu Fiction

(Research and Critical Review of Selected Short Stories)
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Abstract:

The formative base of language, literature and civilization is a matter of inertia from the source
and creator of social identity, where dialect and expression, the reality of literature, while
Iiterature is helpful in the formation and exploration of cultural identity. Literature is created
out of passion being formed by the internal and inward earnest setting of emotions and
affection, which has an encrusted and organized socio-cultural core. The short story is the art
of presenting the socio-cultural experiences woven under the emotions and aflection, where
dialect, expression and civilization are formed and explored. Perhaps, the story kept unravelling
the knots of social consciousness on the one hand, while, it kept unravelling the knots of cultural
consciousness on the other hand. This is why short story fiction became a subtle means of
presenting socio-cultural realities. This research article will be helpful in recuperating the
expression of cultural identity presented in selected Pakistani Urdu short stories.
Keywords: Language, Literature, Civilization, Cultural Identity, Short Story, Expression,
Fiction
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"Culture is the product of a variety of more or less harmonious activities,
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each pursued for its own sake."
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"Our most private thoughts and emotions are not actually our own. We think

in terms of languages and images which we did not invent, but which were

given to us by our society. nt7l
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"The purpose of a writer is to keep civilization from destroying itself. " 8l
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"In the highest civilization, the book is still the highest delight. He who has

once known its satisfactions is provided with a resource against
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"Mind and consciousness are by products or of material processes."
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"Culture is a productive process, focusing on arts such as literature."
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"Culture refers to the characteristics that bound a particular group of
people, including language, religion, literature, architecture, ethics,

. . .. [17]1
music, clothing, cuisine and the art."
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"Cultural relativism is the principle that an individual's beliefs and

activities should be understood by others in terms of that individual's own

[41]
culture."”

:%lﬂﬁu%éfd/uég

"Cultural relativism refers to not judging a culture to our own standards of
what is right or wrong, strange or normal. Instead, we should try to
understand cultural practices of other groups in its own cultural

[42]
context."
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4. T.S. Eliot, Notes Towards the Definition of Culture (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014), 17.

5. Charles Gray Shaw, Trends of Solitude and (ulture (Woodstock: American Book Company, 1931), 76.
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7. Alan Wilson Watts, The Book: On the Taboo Against Knowing Who You Are (London: Souvenir Press Limited,
2009), 70.

8. Albert Camus, (reale Dangerously (New York: New Directions Publishing Group, 2019), 46.
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Barbara W. Tuchman, The March of Folly (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2010), 146.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lelters and Social Aims (Alister: Evoke E-Books, 2014), 1727.
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Gerald Woodruff, Sample Guard (Morrisville: Lulu Press, 2018), 34.

Raymond Williams, Marxism and Literature (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1977), 133.
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Michael Pacione, Urban Geography: A Global Perspective (London: Routledge Publishers, 2013), 129-133.
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